
Teaching Text Structure Guide 

Patterns	of	Organization	

One	important	feature	of	text	complexity	is	the	organizational	structure	of	various	texts.	This	is	
especially	true	in	science	where	students	may	encounter	a	wide	range	of	text	structures.	
Students	who	recognize	the	patterns	of	text	organization	are	able	to	more	effectively	read	and	
extract	meaning	from	the	text.	Students	need	opportunities	to	read	texts	that	have	different	
patterns	of	organization.	

Effective	readers	use	text	structure	to:	

• Predict	what	they	are	about	to	read	
• Comprehend/understand	text	
• Observe	the	way	the	author	has	organized	the	text	
• Look	for	key	words	and	concepts	
• Note	the	different	headings	and	subheadings	
• Notice	and	interpret	graphics	

Using	Text	Structure	to	Enhance	Understanding	of	Text	
Students	can	use	their	understanding	of	text	structure	to	increase	their	ability	to	read	and	
extract	meaning	from	science	texts.	Helping	students	learn	how	to	recognize	common	text	
structures	can	help	them	monitor	their	comprehension.	Students	who	can	identify	text	
structure	when	they	begin	reading	a	new	text	are	better	able	to	figure	out	how	the	following	
sections	of	a	text	fit.	
	

Strategies	for	Helping	Students	Identify	Text	Structure	

• Begin	by	explaining	to	students	that	science	texts	often	have	different	organizational	
patterns.	

• Introduce	the	following	text	structures:	
o Description	
o Sequence	and	Order	
o Compare	and	Contrast	
o Cause	and	Effect	
o Problem	and	Solution.	

• Show	examples	of	paragraphs	that	correspond	to	each	text	structure.	
• Provide	students	with	signal	words	that	are	commonly	found	in	each	text	structure.	
• Examine	topic	sentences	that	clue	the	reader	to	a	specific	structure.	
• Model	the	writing	of	a	paragraph	that	uses	a	specific	text	structure.	
• Have	students	try	write	paragraphs	that	follow	a	specific	text	structure.	
• Have	students	diagram	these	structures	using	a	graphic	organizer.	



• Set	up	a	matching	game	that	students	can	use	to	match	signal	words	with	specific	
patterns	of	organization.	

• For	more	proficient	readers,	use	the	strategies	with	longer	passages	and	more	complex	
graphic	organizers	
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and	

http://www.adlit.org/strategies/23336/	

Optional	Resource	for	Review:	
	

More	strategies	on	teaching	text	structure:	
http://www.adlit.org/xarpages/adolescent_literacy_search/?q=text+structure&sa.x=0&sa.y=0	



This	document,	introduced	in	Module	2,	may	assist	students	in	identifying	signal	words	and	
questions	to	ask	and	answer	in	order	to	be	able	to	determine	text	structure. 

  



	

Below	is	a	site	with	more	grade-level	texts	worksheets	that	may	be	used	to	assist	students	in	
identifying	text	structure.	
https://www.ereadingworksheets.com/text-structure/	
	
Worksheets	Works	allows	you	to	create	your	own	graphic	organizers	for	free	using	their	
templates.	https://www.worksheetworks.com/miscellanea/graphic-organizers/compare-
contrast.html	
	
Tip:	Graphic	organizers	may	be	differentiated	according	to	the	student’s	abilities.	After	
modeling,	ask	advanced	students	to	draw	their	own	graphic	organizer.	
	


